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My Brethren, 
 

What a joy to greet a new year in the life of Widow's Sons' Lodge. I know 

you will join me in expressing our thanks for a good job in 2015  to Wor-

shipful Jason Pattison and the officers who served with him . I see the in-

volvement of a lot of talent in our members, and Jason's officers will prove 

to be that dedicated base of Masons we can depend upon for our future lead-

ership. We look forward to our DDGM, R W Bill Reinhold, presenting the 

plans and desires of our Grand Master, M W James Litton, for 2016. I want 

to thank R W Jim Dickerson and the crew of stew makers for a wonderful 

oyster stew. We have two gallons, from the 5 we bought, in the freezer, so I 

hope we can make another oyster stew for the February refreshments. 

 

Brethren, we need to focus on a different approach to Masonry this year. Dig deep into those hidden 

talents and personality traits to spend your time looking for the good each of us does, not the errors 

of judgement so prone to happen by God's imperfect Children live their lives. I begin this year with 

the hope of making my efforts be judged at the conclusion of the year as "he really made me feel 

like I was welcome in this Lodge."  I have for years tried to present the message to all of my offic-

ers: "make someone feel important." How much good can we do if every member of Widow's Sons' 

Lodge puts their passions and prejudices aside and works for the common good, as we Masons are 

supposed to do. We obligated ourselves to that very task at the altar, remember. 

Here are my goals for 2016: 

1) Develop an officer line that will continue to prosper the Lodge for at least seven years; 

2) Increase attendance by 25% at the stated and called communications because the Brethren want 

to share in the experience; 

3) Underwrite the Child Identification program in this Lodge and DISTRICT; 

4) Hold an outdoor Lodge in October as the stated communication of the Lodge; 

5) Raise at least 10 Master Masons; 

 

I would give you a few more of my goals, but I don't want to overwhelm you so early in the year. 

Stay tuned because we are going places. 

 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Jeffery E Hodges, PGM 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/


Important Dates  
 
 WSL Officer’s Meeting, January 4th, 
6:30 PM. (All Officers and Committee 
Heads should attend) 
 Division Leadership Conference, 
Waynesboro:  Friday, January 8, 2016 Tin-
kling Spring Presbyterian Church 30 Tin-

kling Spring Drive, Fishersville, VA 22939 6:00 P.M.  Regis-
tration   6:30 P.M.  DLC begins   8:45 P.M. DLC ends  

 Alberene Lodge No. 277 Stated Communication, January 
11th, 7:30 PM. 

 King Solomon’s Lodge No. 194 Stated Communication, 
January 12, 7:30 PM. 

 WSL Stated Communication, January 18th, 7:00 PM. Rob-
ert Burns Night, 2nd Floor Dining Room, Please contact the 
secretary for reservations 

 Piedmont Stella Lodge No. 50 Stated Communication, Jan-
uary 20th, 7:30 PM. Please note; New Location, 72 Lambs 
Lane Stanardsville, VA 

January Masonic Birthdays! 
Call a Brother and wish him a 

Happy Masonic 
Birthday. 

 

 

 
Lee W. Bullwinkel,  January 19, 1973 

James G. Carpenter,  January 25, 1993 

Halbert E. Davis,  January 31, 1983 

W. B. Downer, III,  January 4, 1979 

Paul H. Drinard,  January 27, 1969 

James D. Dunbar, Jr., January 30, 1984 

Rolling E. Fields,  January 19, 1973 

Kurt M. Gloeckner,  January 31, 1972 

Jimmy G. Houser,  January 5, 1976 

C. Parker Leake,  January 12, 1977 

Jimmy W. Marshall,  January 13, 1973 

T. A. Patrick, III,  January 30, 1984 

E. Mack Powell,  January 31, 1961 

The Worshipful Master presented Wor. 
Jason Pattison with his Past Master’s 
ring and certificate for his year in the 
East. 

Charlottesville Food Pantry 
Brethren please remember the Food Pantry barrel located in 
the Lodge hallway near the elevator.  Your canned food dona-
tions help the young and old stretch their monthly low in-
come.  Any amount of food is welcome. 
 

Election of Officers 
On December 21, 2015, Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 held their Installation of 
Officers for 2016 those elected are Front Row, from Left to Right: Jason M. Par-
ham, SD; Mark S. Chapman, SW; MW Jeffery E. Hodges, WM; C. Nicholas 
Bragg, JW; William R. Bond III, Sec.; Philip H. Nelson, Chaplain; Bobby Cam-
eron, Tyler. Back row from Left to Right: Devan E. McPherson, JS; Jeffery K. 
Robbins, SS; William F. Baskerville, Treas., Harry L. Walker, JD & T.C. Dicker-
son, Marshal. 



RW Harlan E. Phelps approached the east and presented a 60 year veterans emblem to 
RW William L. Bickley.  RW Brother Bickley was made a Master Mason on December 
6, 1955 and served our lodge as Worshipful Master in 1985.  RW Brother Peter R. Thor-
sen and RW Brother Charles A. Via, Bro. Kenneth Fields served as a committee. 

The Worshipful Master presented RW 
William R. Bond, III the 2015 Master 
Workman Award. 

The Worshipful Master presented Broth-
er Mark Chapman the 2015 Peyton S. 
Coles Ritual Award for his excellence in 
Lodge ritual. 

The Worshipful Master recognized those celebrating Masonic Birthdays 
in December. Those present were Bro. Jason Parham (1), RW William 
Bickley(60), RW Charles Via(49) and Bro. T. C. Dickerson(49) 

Oysters & Briskett 
 
After the meeting the Brethren were treated to a delicious oys-
ter stew and brisket dinner. Shown to the left are our excellent 
chefs, stewards and provider of the brisket. From Left to Right 
are: Bro. Devan McPherson, JS; Bro. Jeffery Robbins, SS; 
Bro. Rob Harrison, Brisket Provider, Bro. Bob Romanac, RW 
Jim Dickerson and Bro. Jamie Stafford, Chefs for the evening. 



Robert Burns was initiated an 
Entered Apprentice in Lodge St. 
David, Tarbolton on 4 July (ironic 
date) 1781, at the age of 23. His 
initiation fee was 12s 6d, and paid 
on the same date. Like many oth-
er times in his life, Burns came 
into the lodge amidst a controver-
sy. Originally, there had been 
only one lodge in Tarbolton, char-
tered in 1771 from the Kilwinning 
Lodge, which is said to be the 
oldest lodges in the world (again, 
another story worth telling, yet 
for another time). 

In 1773, a group broke away from the lodge, forming Lodge 
St. David No. 174, and the original lodge became St. James 
Tarbolton Kilwinning No. 178, only to be reunited in 1781, 9 
days before Burns's first degree. However, while St. James 
was clearly the older of the two lodges, St. David's name was 
used, and the seeds were sown for further dissension. Burns 
in the meantime was passed to the degree of fellowcraft, and 
raised to the degree of Master Mason on lst October 1781. 
The Lodge record book, according to James Mackay's 
"Burns" reads as follows: 

Robert Burns in Lochly was passed and raised, Henry Cowan 
(ironic name!) being Master, James Humphrey Senr. Warden, 
and Alexr. Smith Junr. Do., Robt. Woodrow Secy. and James 
Manson Treasurer, and John Tannock Taylor and others of 
the brethren being present"(119). 
 
Manson and Woodrow would later take the regalia of St. 
James's lodge from the charter chest (containing the minute-
books, archives and other belongings) stored at John Rich-
ard's Inn (Richard was a Steward of Lodge St. David) after 
tricking Richard into a false errand with a couple of "gills" of 
punch. While originally ordered to return the regalia and oth-
er items by the Grand Lodge, it was eventually ruled that 
since the union of the 2 lodges were voluntary, then the sepa-
ration was as well. The St. James lodge met again as a sepa-
rate body on 17 June 1782. (Mackay, 119-120). 

Burns went with Lodge St. James, and on 27 July 1784, he 
was elected "Depute Master" of the lodge at the ripe young 
age of 25. Sir John Witefoord was the Worshipful Master of 
the lodge, but it was somewhat of an honorary position, and 
the Depute Master in reality was in charge. Burns was faith-
ful to the lodge, attending regularly and 3 minutes were in his 
handwriting; 29 minutes were signed by him and also show 
when he changed his name; originally, his father spelled the 
last name "Burness"; before 1786, Robert spelled it the same 
way. On 1 March 1786, Robert's brother Gilbert received his 
2nd and 3rd degrees; both Gilbert and Robert signed their last 
names as "Burns"(Mackay, p.121). 

1786 was not a happy year for Robert financially or emotion-
ally; Denied his love Jean, Burns had sought comfort with 
Mary Campbell (the famous "Highland Mary"), who report-
edly bore Burns a child and died later that year from Typhus. 
Burns, in grief over the loss of two women, as well as facing 
child support payments for Jean's unborn child, decided to 

flee to Jamaica to avoid grief and an angry father (and brother!). 
Tradition says that Burns recited his "Farewell to the Brethren of 
St. James Lodge, Tarbolton" on the night of 23rd June, at the stat-
ed meeting of the lodge, in anticipation of his voyage to the West 
Indies. 

However, Burns decided to stay in Scotland when in July 1786, 
his Kilmarnock edition of poems was published, by a brother 
Freemason, and 350 brethren of St.John's Lodge, Kilmarnock, 
subscribed to a copy. In October he was made an honorary mem-
ber of Lodge Kilmarnock Kilwinning St. John, and wrote 
"Masonic Song" in honour of the lodge and its Worshipful Mas-
ter, Major William Parker (McLeod, p.169). 

Burns's rise in popularity for his poems also contributed to his rise 
in Freemasonry. At a meeting of Lodge St. Andrew in Edinburgh 
in 1787, at which the Grand Master and Grand Lodge of Scotland 
was present, Burns was toasted by the Worshipful Grand Master, 
Most  
Worshipful Brother Francis Chateris, with the words "Caledonia 
and Caledonia's bard, Bro. Robt. Burns", which was met with a 
terrific response from the brethren. Burns was completely taken 
aback, and though trembling, returned the toast of the Grand Mas-
ter, to response of 'Very Well Indeed' from some of the officers of 
the Grand Line (McLeod, p. 169). In February 1787, Burns was 
made the Poet Laureate of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning No. 2, 
Edinburgh. Wallace McLeod, in his essay "Robert Burns", quotes 
the minute book, which states: 

The Right Worshipful Master, having observed that Brother 
Burns was present in the lodge, who is well known as a great po-
etic writer, and for a late publication of his works, which have 
been universally commended, submitted that he should be as-
sumed a [honorary] member of this lodge, which was unanimous-
ly agreed to, and he was assumed accordingly (McLeod, pp.169-
171, Mackay, pp. 273-274). 

Tradition has it the Burns was installed as Poet Laureate at the 
March meeting of the lodge (as many paintings show), but lodge 
records disprove this, although some maintain that faulty records 
and Robert's modesty are responsible for it being left out of the 
lodge minutes and Robert's letters; Mackay doubts that Burns 
would have purposely left out such a high accolade to his work as 
a poet (McLeod, p.170, Mackay, p.274). When the first Edin-
burgh Edition of his poems was released in April 1787, and again, 
many subscribers were members of Canongate, including the pub-
lisher, printer and artist who supplied the frontispiece for the edi-
tion. Like his Kilmarnock edition, Freemasons assisted their 
brother and ultimately gave the world the gift of Burns's poetry. 

Burns was exalted a companion in the Holy Royal Arch Degree in 
May 1787 at St. Ebbe's Lodge, Eyemouth. The companions unan-
imously agreed to admit Burns without paying the necessary fees, 
as they were greatly honoured to have such a great poet and man 
like Burns as part of their chapter (Mackay, p.311). When Burns 
moved to Dumfries, he joined Lodge St. Andrew on St. John's 
Day, 1788, and once again, showed a great enthusiasm for his 
lodge. In 1792, he was elected Senior Warden and served a one-
year term. This was the last Masonic office he held before his 
death in 1796. He was 37 years old. 

ROBERT BURNS' MASONIC HISTORY 

by World Burns Club Member 
Todd J. Wilkinson  
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Worshipful Master, M W Jeffery Eugene Hodges  
2780 Leeds Lane, Charlottesville, VA 22901  

434-979-3109, jhodges2250@gmail.com 
 

Senior Warden, Bro. Mark Stephen Chapman  
22 Pine Crest Drive, Troy, VA 22974  
434-971-1332, agw123@earthlink.net 

 
Junior Warden, Bro. Chr istopher  Nicholas Bragg  

1005 Wildmere Place, Charlottesville, VA 22901 
434-978-2919, nick22882@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer, RW William Frank Baskerville 
1326 Hilltop Rd , Charlottesville, VA 22903  

434-566-4030, bill@baskerville.com 
 

Secretary, RW William Rhea Bond, III  
400 Mountainside Drive, Stanardsville, VA 22973  

434-985-6171, WidowsSons60@gmail.com 
 

Senior Deacon, Bro. Jason Michael Parham 
3226 Presidents Road 

Scottsville, VA 24590-4296 
434-531-9783,  jmparham1985@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
Junior Deacon, Har ry Lee Walker , J r . 

39 Morewood Place, Lake Monticello, VA 22963-2750 
434-589-3660, walkerharryw@aol.com 

 

Chaplain, RW Philip Harding Nelson, Jr.  
5108 Stony Point Pass, Keswick, VA 22947  
434-979-7351, phil_joie_nelson@yahoo.com 

 
Senior Steward, Bro. Jeffery Kenneth Robbins 

9 Lewis Court, Palmyra, VA 22963-3228 
910-797-5736, jeffery.robbins@icloud.com 

 
Junior Steward, Bro. Devan Edward McPherson 

195 Yellowstne Drive, Apt. 302, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
813-824-3232, devan.89@hotmail.com 

 
Marshal, Bro. Taliafer ro Crawford Dicker son, III  
250 Pantops Mt. Rd., Box 49, Charlottesville, VA22911, 

434-434-972-2571, tcd_retired@hotmail.com 
 

Tyler, Bro. Bobby Cameron, J r . 
1026 St. Clair Ave., Charlottesville, VA 22901,  

434-295-2319 

Officers 2016 


